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‘One nation, one election’ militates
against federalism, tiered governance
lnamtﬂu—ﬂmdgnmmncesystemsmhas

the one in India, a Union of States, electoral
democracy works by allowing people to
choose their representatives for each tier based
on their perception of who is best suited to repre-
sent them for each specific tier. There is a reason
why there is a demarcation of power between the
Union, States and local body institutions and why
there is a voter mandate every five years to elect
representatives for Parliament, Assemblies and
local bodies. The demarcation allows for specific
roles for each representative across these tiers
and suggests varied voter choices that could be
based on party affiliation, candidate strength,
ideological positions or simple socio-economic
reasons specific to each constituency. That some
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