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NIKHILA HENRY
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OF SEMINAL importance for the
Tellowers of Dravidian ideology,
Waileom in Kottayam, Kesala, saw
thee first-ever organised move-
ment for rights of Dalits in 1924
a5 people from the oppressed
castes liunched the satyagraha
to make pubfic roads keading to
the Sri Mahadeva temple in
Vaikom accessible toall sections
of saciety.

Among those who were an
integral part of the satyagraha
were social reformer E V
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theen Madras Presidency, Periyar
and his wife Nagamma spent
time in |'J|'Hn|1 in connection
with the movement. Withentry
to the paths leading to the tem-
e paths restracted w dominant-
caste Hindus, in March 1924 the
Kerala Congress Comimittes
called for a walk throwgh the re-
stricted parhs. keadi thear

tive praject on soctal justice: a
renovated Thanthai Periyar
Memorial and Periyar Library,
In 2023, marking the com-
mencement of the Vaikom

Satyagraha's centenary celebra-
o, Stalin said, “Ir was through
this movement that EV Rama-

samy emetged as Perivar”. Periyar

rest af several of its leaders, it
was only in 1936, 11 years kater.
that the oppressed castes were
allowed entry into the temple,
On December 12, marking
the centenary of his historical
link between the two states,
Tamil Madu CM M K Stalin and

Pinarayi

as "Periyar”, who founded the
Self-Respect Movement in the

Vijayan met in Vaikom o inas-
gurate an inter-state collabora-

wreat one.

Pertyar entered the Vaikom
Satyagraha at a time when most
of its leaders were arrested, ac-
cording to author Pazha Athi-
yaman. "The Congress asked for
Periyar's support when many of
its leaders in Kerala were ar-
rested Perivar was a
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Chief Ministers M K Stalin
and Pinarayi Vijayan

Seruggle | details Periyar's contri-
burion to the satyagraha.
According to Athiyaman,
Periyar made several trips to
Vaikom and was arrested more
thanone 1 “He

strugple,” Athiyaman said. In his
bk, he writes that Periyar was
first arvesed when his campaign
gained traction, On May 22, 1924,
he was sentenced to simple im-
priscrment for ane month, which
he served in Arookutty prison.
Whien e wias et off, e returmed
o the struggle, leading 1o his ar-
restand asertence of rigemusin
prisonment for three months,
Periyarwas relentiess in pursuing
the struggle that he was called
“Vaikom Veerar™, or the “hem of
Vaikom, It is only apt that two
Chief Ministers came ogether to
remember Thanthiai Perivar,” said

Congress leader from Tamil
Madtu,” he said. Arhinarmian’s hook
Vaikom Porattom (Vaikom

spent 67 days participating in the
struggle and 74 days in prson for
being arrested on accoant of the

Accowding tw DMK ieaders, the
commemaration of Perivar by
Stalin and Vijayan has marked a
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new chapter in southern politics.
It has come at a vime when the
southern sttes ane atempting o
band together aver commoncon-
cerns linked to delimitation. de-
mographic changes, and tax de-
wolution,

“Heere isa DMK CM collaborat-
ing withan alliance partmey in -
DA, CPIMY's Pinarayi Visayan. It
sent the message that both the
parties.and the INDIA bloc on the
whale, are committed to social
Justice.” said Madhimaran.a DMK
leader who recently visited
Vaikom o commemorate the
satyagraha.

Intheir palitics, howeer, both
Stalin and Vijayanare candid that
rhey are nof against religion, the
way Periyarwas. DMKand (M)
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leackers have thme and again said
that many of their cadre are be
lievers and thar they do not dis
COLTAZE Anyone from practising
refigion. "Periyar was very clear
about the right o remple entry
being a right to enter a public
e S, theme is a statement they

{the two parties and their CMs)
weish to miake about tempies and
worship, not pitting themsehves

as non-believers or agonistics, but
as people who are bent on caim-
Ing public spaces,” said authorand
academic V Geetha,

The two leaders, however,
have been vocifierous critics of
the BJs Hindutva politics. “We
want tosay again and again that
the BJP 15 against weelfare politics
and that the party is against so-

HOW Perlyar blnds together Slgmﬁcance of a meeting 0f Kerala TN CMs

cial justice inscribed in the
Constitution and the thoughts of
Perivar,” said Madhimaran.

Stalin has consistently said
welfare measures cannot be
called “revdi™, or freehies, as the
BJP does, “The message they are
gving ot is there is 4 very lange
scope for politics based on social
Justice movement in the south
e states,” Madhimanan said.

I 20122, Stalin knnched an“All
India Social Justice Forum” to
unite the Opposition around the
message of social justice and the
event in Vailom last year marked
hisoutreachto Viayan. “We share
the sarmee soul even ifwe are
ically two,” he told his Kerala
counterpart ar the time, pepper-
ing his speach with Malmalam,
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