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Delimitation could reinforce BJP’s hegemony

The: BIP coubd have gained H exira seats in 2( Tk S

ituencies had been defimined according w the 2000 Census

DATA POINT

has an incentiv
Varghese K. George

he anxety about delimica-
T tion is not ondy abous the

potential reduction of pol
itical power for peninsular States
1o the benefit of heartland ones.
An inter-State delimitation of Lok
Sabha constimencies can poten-
vially abses resubt in a shift of power
Froom mom- B parties to the BIP. An
analysls suggests that with the | )
samie vote share, the BIP would

ik, the BJP's capacity to win a
ok Sabla majority from a fewer
ber of States will increase.
Table 2 shows the number af
ks won by the INDIA bloc and
r NDA bn 2009 and 2024, It also
shows the number of seats that

have gadned 14 exira seats in 2019
and six extra seats in 2024 if Lok
Sahha eonssituencles had been de-
linmiteedl across State boundaries ac
eording i the 2011 Census.

Table 1 shows the current MP

Delimitation}ﬂd its impact

Commission of india, and include

Subte 5, The table shows the
et s indormation as i table
2 bt cmiy for the Bharatiya

could have been won by the al-
Hances in both these years il the
|comstituencies had been realigned
based on dy using the

seqrs in sedect magor States and the
porential change in those seats If
delimitation takes place and e
tains the ol number of parlis

seaty il

place Bt shows that TH's W#
.......  will (TR ]
1 13 whereas UFs WP count
fram 80 to 68

nnnnnn ¥

w6 yean | Janata Party, lor Both the years
ligred. The ailiances in the tabfe are 2024 and 2018
partios aligne lor the 204 geeral ehections

mentary constituencies as it i Tee | [2000 Census. Table 3 shows the
mill Nadu's MP count will decrease

from 39 1o 32, Kerala's from 20 0

Iy for the BJP. .
For instnce. if the 2019 results ™

ad been realigned based on seas

Himited using the 2001 Census,

e MDA sl have had a majori

1] in the Lok Sabiha just by winning

s from Uttar Pradeesh, Bihar,

15, and Karnataka's from 28 to 27,
whereas Untar Pradesh’s MP count
will increase from 80 o 88, Bihar's
From 40 10 46, Rajasthan's from 25
b 30, el Misdhtiyaa Pradesh’s from
XL

An apportionment of the possi
hle post-delimimation aumber of
Lok Sabha sems In each Swate w
parties as per their actual share of
vintes and seats In 2009 and 2004
suggests thin all the extra seats the
EIP stands @ gain are in is key
stronghokds of Utiar Pradesh, Bi- | Nadu, Andyra Pradesh, Telanga-
hiir, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, | na, Kerata, \disha, West Berigal,
Gujaral, fharkland and Haryana, | Karnataka, Nlmachal Pradesh,
while it many be i affected Assam and
Ty the reduction of ol sems in
Karnataka, Odisha, Himachal Pra
desh, and West Hengal.

This mwans delimitation will
reinforce  two  broad | political
trends that are already visible
the reduced robe of regional par
ties and the reduced role of the
southern States in nagional poli
ics. The BIF will reinforce its socially, national integration can
ton as the natonal hegemon, but | be advanced,

han, Madbya Pradesh, fhark-
hankd, Haryana, Gujarat, Maha-
rastra, Chhastisgarh, and Delhi
I 2089, K134 had actually secured
254 sdits from these States, which
wonhd ave gone up w 277 if the
boundaNes had been redrawn. 5o,
the seats \pun by the NDA in Tamil

mumbsers of the majority and the
minority in Parliament are more
evenly spread geographically and ur
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til 2000) and extended again viathe 84th Amend-
ment (until 2026). Rightly, the JAC emphasised
that States which have successfully implemented
farnily planning should not be penalised with re-
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