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N 1990, India, with & per capia
imcome of $368, and China, with
4318, stood on the samd Fround
Though China had started lber-
alising in the late 1670s, its
growth had not reached peak ac ,
celeration yet. But the ensuing

i+ years were cléady Ching's e, as is

increasing dominunce in global manuﬁc’

tiring. trade and curnency reserves el

ed {n probahly the greatest wealth crdation

in history. China's per capits ingpms has

surged to 12614 —about Mve u;;es]m!m':-

current level of around 240,

We are now entering & new era, one in

7

which enlighiensd policy anyd nimble posi " ;
tioning can produce a few ifes of simi- I |
larly stunning growth anfl prosperiey for IR

India, As China's role

PALANIVEL
THIAGA RAJAN

global econo
my declines due w an ageing popalation,
and as global investord and trading part-
ners actively do-risk their China exposurs,
India can become the new engine of
growth for the global foomomy

We possess the mtial ingredients —
the larpest pool of young human capital,
the capacity for gl economic integra-
tlon (not least through English), and the
demographic dividehd that can lead to
tha effects of 10
tie consumption. To efihance our per capl-
ta productiviry, which pan yield sustined
double-digit growth rages, we mist equip
millions of young Indikns with skills for
the integrated global magket. The best way
o achieve such outcomes throughout In-
dia 15 t0 exrract lessons irm the best per-
forming states such as Tayill Nadu, and
roplicate these polickes and practioes in
siates with poorer cutromsesMbershy -
proving the national merage. \

Instead of applying from the best wo the
rest, it Isunfathomabie theat our L 1 QOV-
ernmem has become fixaed on pus a  and educational outcomes, particulanty in
homogenising agenda on the develoded  highly populsied states where these metrics
south, therehy risking a decline in the na\,  lag woefully behind Tamil Nadu's. What
tonal average, as falled models are thrust  nakes the neglect of this priority more
upon socoesdul states. Instendd, ltshouldbe  reghiling is that thess underperfor ming
focused almost exclusively on the vital pri-  states-Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Madhya
arity of secaring the futire of our younger  Pradesh, Sajasthan—are governed by the
mmoch- Rt dgubie-engine sarkars”. If
India'sf 0 e il

genorations in the highly populased. high-
Eertility stapes of the north, which are the

Instead of Implementing successfl policles from developed
southem states tke Tamil Nadu In the noTthermones, the Centre
wants4o Fomogenise. This could be ecnmmlcall?:alas\lrnphlc

WHY THE REST -
SHOULD LEARN N e e b v
FROM THE BEST

=

v Writo onilomuation Sy e
w gt S, benk M

. o two languages are ever
b sufficiently similar 1o be considered

Fdward
1 representing the same sociol reality | Sigr

the national exchequer, our ssite faces the
prospect of having its proportional share of
parllamentary representation reduced.
Having successfully implemented popula-
tion control measures decades ago 85 8 re-
sponsihie national palicy, we now fxce being
penalised. This would squeeze our voloe in

N national affsirs, effect vy pun shing good

Nawing bess say—a proposition that no sl
reapecting democracy should consider:

e Centre’s obdurncy suggests they ane
I imag to Jesrn from sucoessful modets.
The beddefits accrued by Tamil Nadu's adop-
tion of the two-language formuls are un-
mistkably evident. As is the storied history
of our stade's flerce opposition to hiving
any educatiyial palicy (or Hindl) blatanady
or surreptitiously fmposed upon us. This
legacy is in the identity of the Dravidian
miavemartt frag the days of the Justice Par
ry Our history' s repless with Herations of
resistance: frogy the 10608 and 60s o the e
s The ﬁml&ﬁ. are not people who will
buckle under sthongarm tactics.

Chilel Mintstyr M E Stalin remains reso-
Tutely committed to defending our stamwe's
rights, our lnngheage and, above all, the i
tureof our \le‘f Penerations. He hasap-
proached th democrat-
e means—conening an all-pary meeting
0 gErTET S t from every quarter and
to channel thef prevailing sentiment. He has
called fora u;um-mcu.vrm'mm- tofbrma
Joint action comminee w address these is-
sues with & broad coalition. If the Union

governmynt befleves that Tamil Nadu will
etand politically solated, they have funda-
mentalfy misread the mood of the nation.
It i heartening that the BJP has demon
o Estordishing elasticity when polit
calexpad lency has required it For Instance,
girls, in partieuiar, reducing dropot rases, wogh the prime minister esmbarked on &
enhancing skill development, and encour-/ welfare-bashing spree denouncing a “rewdi
aging higher sducation »  cultire” in 2023, his party has since been
Instead, they have chosen a parh of goer-  dolng exacily what he condemned, in st
clon—threatening Tamil Maduangholding  slection after slection. Ina remarkable et
bt hostage by withholding rightful funds—  unsurprising wturn, they have cloned
perhaps o distract from thetr own govern:  Tamil Nadu’s model of the Magalir Urimal
anoe faflares? This gpp h is self-dofme  Thognd repaniedly, promising even highsr
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children across
farthest behind the national merage. Thelr
wholly misdirected focus appears centred
on an ephemeral political ideclogy that
seaks tn subijugate diverse idensities o
Ome nation, One profile fior L4 billion peo-
pie’ failacy, instead of actually improving
people’s lves and Iwlihoods. Such priori-
tisathon, of palitical ambition over core gov-
ermance responsibilities, creases the risk of
I BOUTIOMC catastrophe

T repeat—the Union government's fore-
most priority should be eleyvating health

I Tamil Nadu yearn for betier outooines in
these reglons, whare tangible results re-
main elistve desplte the ever-incraasing
mfusion of resources for decades

The disparity between these states and
Tamil Nadu is not merely economic—it &
social wo. Rather than dictating terms o
Tamil Nadu, the Centre would be better
served learning how to bridge these gaps
through improved healthcare access, pro-
moting greater indusivity (education for

all sttes st thytye educa oy Se, e —sockeThomic cayas will imderstand why

g Anyone monthly peyouts than Tamil Mado in Ma-
harashtra and Delhi Imitation is the sin-
Tnmil Madu stands at the forefront of resise-  cerest form of flatery
ance.—opposing disproportionate delimit. Wie remnin hopefud thiat the habit of &b-
thon, refecting the threebs sfrmula,  sorbing lessans from Tamil Nudu will con-
and challenging the systematic erosion of  tinoe, and result in the profound societal
states’ rights in our federal sructure and podicy refirms that must be implement-
Of particular concern s the proposad de- e to Improve educational and health out-
limimtion exercise, which sirikes at the  comes in the large, ‘doable-engine’ north-
heart of fair representation. The principle  am states. More than any other measure,
of mo taxation without representation’  our country’s funre depends on how ths
setns convenbently forgotsen. Despise con-
tributing dspropor thionasely Iigher mes o

youth af these stanis rosper
(Views are personal)
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