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s aside TN Governor’s

ling assent to Bills
Wy Taling Stands out: Sparingly used\

powers invoked, strong message sent

pleasure wath the ac-
APURVA VISHWANATH tions of the Rag Bhavan.
NEW DELHI APRILE The bench of
lustices | B Pardiwala
and R Mahadevan in-

“complete justice” is
sparingly used by the
Court, especially when
itinvolves ather Consti-
tutional authories,

BY EXERCISING its extracndinary

powers to virtually grant assent  voked Article 142 1o The Court has also
10 10 Bills that were pending with — take over the role redrawn the contours
Tamil Nadu Covernor RN Ravi,  vested with the Covernor inthe  of the Govenor's powers by pre-
the Supreme Count sentastrong  lawmaking process, The extraor- rribing a one-month time B

sifgl Tuesday, expressing itsdis-  dinary power to pass orders

Historic, victory for states: TN; Kerala
says Governors should heed ‘warning’

that prolonged inaction of Gov-  our government received a his-
ARUN JANARDHANAN emors on Bills passed by the  toric judgment from the Supreme
&SHAJUPHILIP state Assembly was eroneous  Court.... This order is not only for
CHENMAL and illegal. Tamil Machu, but a huge victory for
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM Maments after the apexccourt — all the states in ndia”
APRILE pronounced its onder on its peti- He also called it avindicatson

thon against Governor RN Ravi,  of federalism, the autonomy of
OPPOSITION PARTIES joined the  Tamil Nadu Chief Minister and  states and Dravidian politics
DMK Tuesday inwelcomingthe DMK chief M K Stalin told the  “The fight for state autonomy
Supreme Court verdict holding “Afew agn, AGE 2

/ k Some of tlwv.e
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION,
Rammath Goenka

LANDMARK SC RULING
ON TAMIL NADU GUV
UPHOLDS FEDERAL SPIRIT

N a severe reprimand of Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi,
the Supreme Court has set aside his decision to withhold
assent to 10 bills he was sitting on for years, their re-en-
actment by the state assembly notwithstanding, as illegal
and erroneous. The landmark verdict nullified any deci-
sion the president might have taken on the bills after he
escalated them post their re-cconsideration by the legisla-
ture. The court was cross as he flouted the principle laid
down by a different bench in the Punjab governor case,
which said those in gubernatorial positions do not have a
veto on bills by squatting on them. Instead of falling in line,
Ravi sent the Tamil Nadu legislations to the president.
bills wught to ta lk{' away ihe pu“ers of lh{-

n | %
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SCrap for Governor
Need to restore balance in Centrestate ties
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SC clarity on governor’s
role good for democracy

preme Cowrt ruling which insists that the governors act on the aid
n-ladnﬂ-dth eouneils of minksters whllv-wmcw their powers under

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

RAJ] BHAVAN GUARDRAIL

In holding Tamil Nadu governor’s ‘pocket veto' to be illegal, and
setting deadlines to act on bills, SC has set welcome precedent

N A DECISION that will reshape the relationship between the government and

Raj Bhavan in states across the country, the Supreme Court on Tuesday came down

heavily on Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi's undue delaying of bills passed by the

state legislature, describing a virtual “pocket veto” as “illegal” and “erroneous™
The ruling in The State of Tarmil Nadu vs The Governor of Tarmil Nadu reiterates a basic dem-
ocratic principle: The will of the people, as expressed through the legislature and elected
government, must be respected. At a time when a dismal pattern has emerged in non-
BJP-ruled states, of tussle between governor and government, the Court has set a wel-
come precedent. it has ruled that the office of the governor, even as it remains constitu-
tionally significant, cannot be a paralle] centre of power.

This is not the first time the Court has cautioned governors against overreach. In 2023,
in State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to Punjab Governor, the Court had held that gover-
nors are bound to act in a timely manner on bills passed by the elected legislature and that
withholding assent without justifiable cause undermines the will of the people. In 2023,
days after the Supreme Court had raised serious concerns over inaction by governors,
Ravi had returned 10 pending bills that were passed by the state legislature. These dealt
&ﬂharmged issues, inc ludmg measures to address corruption, public apmmmwmsaixl_/
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The shelf life of the average trade book
is somewhere between milk and yogurt
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Raving No More

SC ruling on TN guv applies to guvs in all oppn-ruled
states. [t removes a constitutional ambiguity

selves, SC made this abundantly clear with a strongly-worded
Judgment against Tamil Nadu governor RN Ravion |Ill v1.|\
Ravi, though, has been here before. In March last year, SC had
pulled him up for refusing to reinstate a minister on the CM's
recommendation. But this time, a bench of Justices JB Pardiwala
and R Mahadevan has delivered a landmark verdict that not only
clears 10 pending bills - one of them stuck sinee Jan 2020 - in one
stroke, but also limits the power of governors across states to delay
inconvenient bills indefinitely. The 10 bills Ravi had stymied, for
example, would have loosened Centre’s grip on institutes of higher
education in TN, including the power to appoint vice-cchancellors
Governors vs states Is an old story and recommending
president’s rule used to be the top trick in a governor's plavbook.
Now, sitting on bills, refusing to convene assembly sessions, and
rejecting VO appointments are more
common across opposition-run states |
Kerala, Telangana, West Bengal and
Punjab, besides TN. In Nov 2023, for
instance, SC had agreed with Punjab's
complaint against governor Banwarilal
Purohit, who had withheld approval for
four bills. That should have been Ravi's
cue to clear the TN bills he had jammed.
but he lobbed them into the President’s

("\ overnors in opposition-run states can't be a law unto them

court instead. On Tuesday, SC ruled lhllj
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Landmark ruling
reinforces federalism

e Supreme Court's judgement declaring Tamil Nadu
Governor RN Ravi's acoon of reserving 10 Bills for the
President’s assent as illegal and erroneous is a land-

mark decision that uphokds the value of federalism and the
supremacy of the Constitution. Itisalso an indictment of the
Governorwhoviolated the norms of gubermatorial conduct
with impunity and spoke and acted as if he was above the
lavw and the stare government. The indictment also apphes
rothe union home minsiry, wiich has supported Ravi and
otherGavernors who have acted inan unmmtnmumaland

sl

obstructionist manner. By setting A

st uleally be the stat

me* S5 ge Constitution and the values of democracy it professes.

governmer nd |1'!uk|r‘v-[~n and guxde; he

seqibed to him. Playing smart with the will of

which deals o the gor
on signing bills into laws, is historie in that i underlines |Immltm of the

Referring 1 the governors’ choice about giving their assent (o the bills passed by
state legislatures, Tamil Nadu governor RN. Ravi told a group of civil service aspi

ghould not let political cons 1I-1.. ns undermine hs or rants sometime ago that “when vou say ‘withhold, the bill is dead”, The Supreme
Constituti Court has now decided that the bills are not dead when a governar withholds his

her allegrance tothe Consutution assent for a time of his choice. He has no such power, and is expected to sign on the
Confrontat ons between chief ministers and goves dotted lines of the paper on which the bills are . especinlly if they are re-pre-

peaple, as reflected in the resolu-

vernors
by Governor Ravi and using its ¢ ttrac:rtlumr_\ power under

Article 14210 hobd the 10 Bills o be clear from the date they
were represented to the Governor, the bench of Justices ) B
Pardiwalaand R Mahadevan has undone a serious infringe-
ment of the Constitution. Extraordinary siuations call for
extranrdinary solutions — this is the first instance of bills
becoming kaws without the Governor's assent

‘GUVS MUST ACT WITH DUE DEFERENCE TO SETTLED CONVENTIONS OF PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY

SC Sets Timelines fo
Guvs to Decide on Bills

Guv must be conscious to not
create roadblocks or chokehold
the state legislature in order to
thwart and break the will of the
people for political edge: Bench

!|'l-Jl.l\-.'i.l't't:.l".:n r leed by Oppos

u:ﬁhgiw elected legislatures, is ervoneous in biw and non-existing. the court

The court was nol relnventing the wheel while sotting limits for governors”
actions, It was only refterating and rﬁn&mﬂ what has been said in the
Article: Give assent to the bills, withhold the assent sid send the bill back to legis
lntuire or to refer to the President of India if a MMlIs ILT]:"“ specifie

The court has also done well to draw red lines and set a
umeline for the dearance of bills, It set the timeline as one
maonth in case of withholding of assent and reserving it
for President’s assent with aid and
advice of council of ministers, and
three months if there was withhold
ing of assent without aid and advice
ofthe council. The bills have mobe re
turned within a month if they were
presented after reconsideration
by the State Assembly. The court
also warned of judicial scrutiny if

tum parties. Ing 10 has worsened

in Tamil Nadu, where t

1 Governor I( W1 OVET
artly the inordinate delay in

an

SC judgement
onTN
Governor's
action

t 96 Hn\
s Governor we 1 the extent of dis
1ster from the state G ||rru‘ w ‘J (Ut Con
sulting the CM. The Union Home M

vene to undi

it e
o BT and has set time limits for such actions. The court’s intent can be read in no uncer
tain terms in its ose of its extraordinary power under Article 142 and declaring the
10 bills the governor withheld as laws,

Thie prinetple that should rle the decision making in the Ra) Bhavans,
a relic of the colonial past, is the Constitution which vests all the powers in the
people of India who exercise it though their elected representatives, Some gover
nors act as if they are appotnted by the British under the Government of ndia Act.
105, and that the real power is vested with them, unmindful of the fact that this
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The court has made it abundantly clear that it is the
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