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Enabling legislation
Nomination of persons with disabilities
to local bodies is a pioneering move

thrmative action remains one of the most

effective ways of addressing historical

wrongs and systemic deprivation. The
most recent attempe to address deep-rooted dis-
crimination against persons with disabilities in
Tamil Nadu is likely to have a far-reaching impact
for the community. Chief Minister M_K. Stalin ta-
bled two Bills in the Assembly last week to in-
crease the number of persons with disabilities in
all Jocal bodies in the State. While one Bill seeks
to nominate persons with disabilities. 1o all town
panchayats, municipal councils and municipal
corporations with amendments to the Tamil Na-
du Urban Local Bodies Act, the second intends to
bring into law the decision to nominate one per-
son with disabilities to all village panchayats,
panchayat union councils and district pan-
chayats by amending the Tamil Nadu Panchayats
Act. Mr. Stalin said once these Bills are enacted,
there would be guaranteed posts for 650 persons
with disabilities in urban local bodies, 12,913 in
village panchayats, and 388 in panchayat unions,
besides 37 persons with disabilities in district
panchayats. At the moment, there are only 35
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