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REVEALED: FACES .
OF KEELADIMENg

UK lab used 3D reconstruction on two

skulls excavated from Kondagai, believed

to be a 2,500-vear-old burial site

Raai ia.com

rchaeological excava-
tions and carbon dat-
ing point to one of

e oldest civiliza-

tions thriving at Keeladi, 12km
southeast of Madurai in Tamil
Nadu, in 6th century BCE.
Now, they've put faces to at
least two men who walked this
earth some 2,500 years ago.
South Indian with traces of
ancestral West Eurasian (Ira-
nian) hunter-gatherers and
ancestral Austro-Asiatic peo-
ple — that's how researchers
at Madurai Kamaraj Univer-
sity deseribe the facial fea-
tures reconstructed on two
skulls with help from Liver-
pool John Moores University
in the UK. The skulls were

found at Kondagai, a burial
site around 800m from the
main excavation site. Further
DNA studies are needed to
pinpoint the ancestry basedon
eenetics, they say

“We used a computer-as-
sisted 3D facial reconstruction
system to rebuild the facial
musculature and estimate fa-

cial features following ana-
tomical a.uﬂ'm:lpurnellwal
standards,” said Professor

Caroline Wilkinson, director
of Face Lab, Liverpool John
Moores University, UK. The
lower halves of the faces were
more guesstimate; reconstruc-
tion of the upper halves was
more accurate. “As the lower
jaws of the skulls were miss-
ing, we used orthodontic
standards to estimate the
shapes of the mandibles from
cranial measurements and
planes,” said Prof Wilkinson.

Researchers used forensic
guidelines for facial recon-
struction created from the
study of clinical images of Iiv-

FRST LOOK: These faces are
predominantly south Indian
with a touch of West
Eurasian and Austro-Asiatic
characteristics |MP 2

ing people. After obtaining CT
scanned images of the skulls
from Kondagai, they estimat-
ed the tissue depth at various
points of the skulls following
published data of modern
south Indians.

»‘80% science, 20% art’, P6
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