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Temples of social justice

ecently, a political |
controversy erupted in
Tamil Nadu on the

issue of diverting

temple funds for buildin
5 g colleges,
Beyond the political debates, the |

.

1ssue throws light on a unigue Manuraj di
e ir iverted for other 0SES,
social justice model around the Shunmugasundaram | The nub of the ﬁl’ was
:r;t;ﬂc::;:m'; 0.r :.I:-cul;u practices AdvGCatE practsiing whether funds provided toa

ated with religion. This belore the High Court of | temple could be used for secular
!_'uuldul. pn-d};;ll'nnwnl}y developed Madras purposes. The matter was debated
in the erstwhile Madras d DM kesperso
P s and DMK spakes, n | and settled in 1925, when the law

! H60616UL(B&ETHLD,

Endowments Act. When it was
introduced in the Madras
Legislative Council, it faced
opposition, mainly due to the
provision in the law that allowed
surplus temple funds to be

and upheld by constitutiona
courts. Among the permissible
uses of surplus funds under the
| 1959 Act is the establishment ang
maintenance of universities or
colleges (Section 66). These
educational institutions are also
required to make available the
study of the Hindu religion or
Hindu temple architecture. Seen
within this framework, building
colleges from temple funds is not
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