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CM STALIN AIMS TO RISE HIGHER, SHINE
BRIGHTER WITH SECOND CONSECUTIVE TERM
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Stalin aims to rise hi
shine brighter wit
second consecutive term

T MURUGANANDHAM / \
I

MK president and Lh:ef Minister M}\ Stalin, who has over
five decades of pofitical experience in'his kitty, has already
emerged out of hit father M Karunnmdln s shadows by ensur-
Ing successive Plecmnl victories for hls party in a stable
alliance.

In 2026, his asptr'i[l.om would be to achieve what his late father
eould not - getlmg’mpk»med as chiel mhmuT —and o cement
his position on theynational stage by forming a formidable like-
minded alliance aghinst the majoritarian and céptralising agenda
that he accuses the BJP to be representing. 1

Chief ministerd of other opposition-ruled sfates
Vijayan of Kcrul& and Mamata Banerjee 1
of West Bengal —twho will also be facing '
r\r&?en‘l;:]} olhectlonshaw thearduous ta-k HIS TARGET;
of leading their garties to power respec-
tively for a third aid fourth term, Stalin is Iﬁgl.illll{‘lll!lihiﬁinttﬁs
comparatively in h hetter position. *:mi];“"; r%nrﬁlnar

He would also ?éplre for the ‘Dravidian alebtoral victary in IU;E
Model' of governgnce, aterm he first used t&al woild somehow
in 2021 to descanthe DMK's governance ¥dap DMK, in pawer, He
model, to be his lesacy It will be no exag- ould [ike to sacure
geration to call the2026 Assembly election # resounding victory
a referendum on l.lhe ‘Dravidian model” tifat will prevent any of
However, for all these aspirations to be- ﬂ]g DMK's allies from
come a reality he would want to not just K ! demanding a share
ensure any nnilnnm electoral vietory that h in pawer
would somehow keop DMK in power. He !
would want to ensurk a resounding victo- 4
ry that will not only pyevent any of DMK’s alfies from demanding
a share in power, but also ensure the heir app:m:m Udhayanidhi’s
ascent is smoother:

His cm\s;stoumppmmu to BJPon lssuasod' communalism and
federalism, several weltark measures of the government will stand
him in good stead. The opRosition payties, il they remain frag-
mented as they are now, may Make apflectoral victory easier: How-
ever, the DMK has to face the antT-incumbency, especially on alle-
gations mounted by the opposition on law and order, corrption
and dynastic politics. The DME is-also wary of TVE leader Vijay,
whose electoral potential remains untested.

Stalin, on his part, is leaving no stone unturned to ensure vic-
tory by keeping the party apparatus alwayvs alert by preparing for
the elections at the grassroots level (booth level). He would want
2026 to reward his quality that led his father to onee remark “Stalin
means work, work, and work”.
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