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Women s empowerment is an exc use o
/ undermine federal equity L

' n a Parliament sitting convened from April

l 16, the Union government is seeking to:ad-

vance women’s empowerment, but as part

of ; .a wider legislative package: the Consutuuon

(131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, and a companjon

Delimitation Bill. The stated rationale is the oper-

ationalisation of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhml
vam (the 106th Amendment of 2023), which;re-
aerves one-third of Lok Sabha and Assembly
sedts for women but was tied to a post-Censuside-
limitation. The government’s insistence on bun-
dliig women’s reservation with delimitation Bug
gests that the former is being used as pohueal
cove\r for the latter: a sweeping reallocatipn of
Lok Sabha seats that would reshape the f¢deral
composition of Parliament to the advanfage of
States 'where the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) en-
joys elégtoral dominance, and at the expense of
States where it has been historically wedk.

When india s decennial Census w,és delayed
for more than five years without a deﬁmtwe orra-
tional explanauon from the BJP-léd Union go-
vernment, the political logic wasnot hard to dis-
cern. The 2021 Cénsus was first postponed citing

COVID-19, but no reason was offered for the suc-
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