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Invidious speech
ECIs inaction on the Prime Minister's
violations of model code is troubling

hile Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
address to the nation on April 18 dif
tered from a speech he made at a si

milar election-eve juncture in 2019, it was non
etheless problematic. In 2019, following a
successful anti-satellite missile test, private news
channels aired a speech by Mr. Modi extolling the
mission and his government’s commitment to
the country’s technological prowess even as the
Model Code of Conduct (MCC) was in force ahead
of the general election. Late last week, Mr. Modi's
transgression was greater as Doordarshan and
Sansad TV broadcast his speech even as he ac
cused the Congress, DMK, Trinamool Congress
and Samajwadi Party of committing the “sin of
foeticide” after they blocked the combined wo
men’s reservation and delimitation Bills, and su
gested that women voters would punish them
electorally in the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal
elections on April 23. Thus far, the Opposition in
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