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TN assembly is not a stage!

A new Tamil Nadu Govt is entitled to bring a fresh style and energy to public life. But the measure of govemance
cannot be the slogans that dominate the headlines. A govemment that came to power promising change must now
demonstrate it through improvements in the lives of people, rather than through political theatre.

Tamil Nadu did not vote
for a spectacle. It vated
for a government. That
distinction should be
obvious. In the months
since the new adminis
tration assumed office,
too much of public life
began to resemble an
election rally extended
into government, with
high emotions, sharp
siogans, carefully staged
exchanges and an unre-
lenting search for the next viral moment. The hard work
of democratc governance, with objective answers, mea-
surable commitments, administrative clarity and respect
for the institutions that make power answerable, s slowly
becoming a relic of the past.

This is not an argument against change. Tamil Nadu's
electorate had every right to seek it. Many young voters,
especially, chose to disrupt an entrenched political
order. They were entitied to envision that a new entrant
could bring energy, honesty and a different style of public
leadership. That instinct was not foolish. It was democ-
ratic. But no electorate, however hopeful, elects a fan club,
it elects a government, and any government must be
judged not by the volume of its applause, but by the quality
of Its answers,

Tamil Nadu's Legislative Assembly is a platform where
elected representatives are expected to speak for people
who need safe sireets, decent schoals, functioning hos-
pitals, refiable jobs, affordable food, dignified welfare and
justice without political favour, Tamil Nadu's politics has
long been shaped by the power of speech. Iis great leaders
understood rhetoric not as an end, but as an instrument
of public reasoning. The Assembly’s history includes flerce
ideological battles over language, social justice, federal-
ism, welfare and the rights of marginalised communities,
The language could be sharp. Politics could be unforgiv-
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ing But the best parfiamentary exchanges carried evi- YOUNG VOTERS MUST commitment made in exchange for public trust. If a promise
dence, wit, memory and argument, NOW DO THE MOST Is delayed, say so. If its cost is unaffordable, publish the calcu-
The livestreaming of Assembly proceedings Is a IMPORTANT WORK OF lation, I it is redesigned, state the new terms. If it cannot be

democratic opportunity, Yet transparency has a hidden
danger when political actors mistake visibility for
accountability. A clipped speech may trerbq..ﬁ taunt may
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Some of these steps deserve a fair hearing: expanded electric-
ity support, crop-loan refief, the closure of certain TASMAC outlets,
new women's-safely measures and anti-narcotics units, and so
o But annauncements are not outcomes. Several prominent
manifesto commitments have yet to be implemented or have
only been partially allocated, including the proposed increase
In women's monthly assistance, free LPG cylinders, a graduate
unemployment allowance and statewide free bus travel for
women, The government has cited fiscal constraints, while
announcing elaborate inf ciure de P d exp,
sion agendas that escape logic or necessiry.

A manifesto Is not a ceremonial boolkdet, but it 15 also a public

delivered, the voters must be informed. There is no shame in
revising a policy after confronting fiscal reality. There is shame
in p(eservinsihe{ansuaaeufa promise while quietly abandon-
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