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“ganwsmwg} GaIT5H6D ShemetoTLIIT EhME60TaQ @LDMIT LIGe
6Xfl608 BeU6TOT(BLD 6T6TLISED, 6TIHSHE FLOIFSHSMNELD SLL51606060;
Sleurt use 6X60&euEHN(B LDL-(BLDEDEDTLDED, GHITEH60 O em6sor
wisBed gHLGSSLILL B6TeT DlemevTSHSILI LITBLIL|SEBLD &l Q15
Wi @ Siger &shATWLd. Ghiembwd L6 GHsLILIL
BeuevoT(BLD 6T60TM LD 6160 |M)ISSIBBDE0T 6T60T &. (LP. &. HEWEDEUIT
. &.60LM60l6dT HLDGI (PSHITE0led LISl BerTeriT.

13 Gaip SrhS LI LDEE6TE0T E60TTHITILISE &L 6MLDLITEDT 6UME
seMé@LD 2_flemid upléaLLL BeTengl. 6T6or@el, QeOTIILISNS
Sh@erbLd GLDMIR &H6mEDEMLDUTEDMTEDT LIMT. £3.85. ST &, HEMEDEWLDE
BaITEH6d ShenetoTLenLI LGN 6Mle0ss AFLINGHT®, Sleur g
ol Gomeiied 1L BLalpsen&&6T T(BaasLILIL Galetor®BLD
6Te0Tm)| &B.(Lp.&. 266l eTdesLdlaeT CUTTERSTY STéHeH
©_6T6Ie0T. ShevTeD, QeI SIJst LD6Y6UTLD &MHSI UIHSDSI.
&Nhd OGBS HIEMTeoT HBELIUIT 2 (PSH6D HemeDemLDs &
56D ShemevoriLT ehMGeuTe@&LDNTT LIGeN efleoss Gl GumymL
LLD S6nemsT AILedadlUled HemLaUDM| eUBSEDSI. eILDMETLD
gm WpweTmEUNg), BeouISHBED LGS SILILITET LL,58 e60T8HT
semeeuT Sifeds S1Gs ewaF QFLILIILLIRHBSSDIT.
&UM6v0T( SMELD CILING| SleWLDBES GSHSHHLD, WL UM FHILD
eflenenelsasTLDed EHLILIMTNEDTTE), SiHEmenT ghmI; HeUHHGLI
1Nemevorued el E1L_eded] BBLDETLD LIS EMEDTIL|L 60T SlenILDE
SlelsSBEEDE!.

SigIGumed g Lneotiedl, Keorgmudl elgguieor Sipedbs
CBEITOEUMED 2 _6TeMLL. HEWEDEUTHEBLD 6WESHNE 2 _6TETeDTIT.
EHSIT. LDHBHHSET HIEMLPW (LPWledTm 7,000 &@& GLopuLL
BenemEhTa6T, LDTeTOTOUTSH6T, &6MbeILevorssT  SLSGWImT
5055 BNISSLILIL(B 2_6T6TevTIT. 6TLD C1LI6U0TEH 06T 6UeDISHHL
LMuDTES &LhSsIE Q6N enegl 618118 eILeded GumedsmT
BLEUIREENSEES TN LDTETUTEUTEH6T HemIufled GIDMHEILD,
UGSSILD GuIMLL HHed FBULG UBSDMTSHET. SHALIMLDSI
L& s6rflenL Gl §60Ta160TLDFFILI GUNTMLLLDTSLDMIS 2555608
6T IR ©_6TTENg).

@MGeura@LomemLl LgeN HésLb aai GeuestrBLD; Sleu
6MIE FLLHPE0T (LpedTevlim)| 6P SlevemiL|LD, SleurT LilsdTeorevofiufed
SmLILaTED6TLLD 5600788 GeU6ToT(BLD; 6UMSSITENIT LIL QW 16D
AL Seiiys Bmossms BRISs GeuetorBLD: LermmGLD eund
&6 L6 (PemDemLI SILDEOLIBES Geusvor

independence of the EC as an institution. It is not intended to
confirm confer higher status on the individual CEC over the
colleagues”.)

Gaised Spemevoriiiaerieor (ECs) Bewed GMSHSI: “BHewed
emLd Gsiised Spemevonuifledr (CEC) wpipGa Snduimerg
61601 SBHSTED, SiF| LDHD CHTHED SEWETTTILITESEWET ‘QFILI
60MM SleDE ELILITETESHHTET [Bemevs @SS SeTefleliBLD. &g
Sipdeveniolifett CrnessLonea|d SmHSHeEe LPIRWINS.
CoiTsH6ed ShemeTuTLITE6T eleUTemeTuTLSHET (5 LGSWIT
GUMITE6IT; 6T60TE6Y, (LPLROEUBHGLD CIFUIEDLITLIEED SleUTHEHS
G UBE 2 eu®.” (On the
Commissioners:(ECS) : “If the CEC's word were the final, it

status of Election
would render the other ECs ‘non_ functional or ornamental’.
This could not have been the constitutional intent. The EC’s are
part of the Commission and have a say in its decision making™.)

LIGOT6MLDESHE0T6WLD LDDHMILD &l (B EHN60TLD GMISHSI: STl
eoemLpLiLdleor 3246ug LfleXled LiiTemLD S5 60T6mLD eTemILD GasrL
un® esefaunsl aUTHGSUILLGETENS. Fnl (B EHTEITHNS
2 mid esiwe|b, SFsnuw @b SeflpuflLb Geleuanss
5G5S, SFFAIDEmLDLILES FLLENS 2 _[HEUTSSILIEUTEH6T
GeuevorBELDETEM LIed 2_MLILN6UTIT&HEmENS C18METITL. 6(H &L L
enlienl BPed SlemsBmmbeeont. (On Plurality
collective wisdom: The concept of plurality is writ lase on the

and

face of Article 324. The constitution makers had deliberately
provided for a multimember structure to ensure collective
wisdom and provent the concentration of power in a single
individual.)

SuupuiurL Sy eNeupruset me@&LEUNE. eTLiLle
S5 L5 SIpdliied SlemLoliLg &L L gemsGIW smedled G
LBS &I hTEeOTa@LDMIT [ELIBSI 61&T6TITLITT 6T60TLIZI QS 6rfleyLl
655 GeuevoT(BLD .

Smifledr wswl LGS (Spaded eugeud): Gsiised
SHEWETTLSEDGH6T Fnl (B SHSMILD DOMID FLDSHGIEULD:
1. Sipflwevemiolifietr 3246ug Liflefedr &b, HD CHiTsHed
SpemetoTTHEeDeT 6LE HeWeDemDs CHTHED EhemevoTIT
2 Wb SlbHSenemss Q& TeuoTL6UT Siede; G&THED Shemeuor
WILDIT60TS 6(H Sl (B SH6060FI LI6D 2_M)|LILSI60TITEEWENE 618T6T0TL.
SlemDLILNGE GFUIEOUBLD euemau

BLD 6TevTE LD, SLILIQWITETT 6UTEHGSS SIHL-
oL 506586 Ganfl 2 &g BHLDTDLD
Crnad  erdnesL e Curenoll HLEHS
WPpSgieTeen.

(EHNGaTay Gt HarsHGerer By
apgbpmand Fianssny CHNECHENG
Snar CanarflSsanonssl LTLGSS 26
ermit. @armlgSed 2 eirer NgHwIT Gomg,
auflsagm apBCwmHer Sigdwed SipHSL
Hdraravfiuiled CuiTgn EFSMmHSSD erarm
ouwifled GmERITar 66, 82. SyiT. epevLd
ansGs SoLG BFLSSWD, um Sigdwed
sLisefl6r a8 S Gib aumilifaear
wib suatasTb aFwIGsTeTIT. 985G, Sl

GeoBw  6UIREUEMLDESLILIL(BETETS).
PREOQUGHSLD SFSMILD  LDHMILD
SlBFH6g SHBIL eUDeDDLI ALIMMIS
FHEUD, EheM6TUTILISH60T HHeWEDTEHSI
2_mILINe0TT&ErbLD FLDLDT60T Bemeoud
GeoGw  2_eitemeorit.
excerpt of the judgement (English

(mportant

Version) collective Authority and
Equality the

Commission: 1.  Chief
commissioner (CEC) does not enjoy
a status superior to that of the other
Election Commissio ners (ECs) under
Article (324) of the constitution, the

within Election

Election

ol uge MméE asLMCHT®, e
B3| SHmefw FLapsmss6r aSTL
UGS HH5 SWLMOABSG 26MNMMSHS
Cauar®BLb.

&efilepiT ST E 6
&LP&S SITLDITEITHE(LDE SHEWeDeUIT

Election Commission is envisioned to
function as a collegial or multi
member body. All members of the
equal

Commission stand on an

SIpAIEUTHSET LDHMILD ShErBHBIT
&6 GUTETEDNTT SN(LPSHSHMIBEBHES FBISILD SHPUILITOALINLDED,
FLLLDELPMIE LDOMILD LD&&6M60T LMSISMLILS &HE DL BLD
CaiiHemed BLSHSILD HeTeonTL el SIF&MTLD UDD SlemLbLIsmL
LSS 6UhHS eUTeONDN) Fl6vollss6d LBlGHS Lp. 6T60T. G561060T 6T60T
ueur BerbLI&SI6 &ML Q60T

BHEMEDEMLDE CHTHED SheW6TOTILIT 19.6T60T. B561060T &H60TEH
Geiter eLIMMILIL| UDHMlWLD, 560T8@ SemnevotLing LoD &b CoiT
H6D SLEMETUTWITSHETITEDT 6TLD. 6T610. 86D LoHMILD . 6)1. &l Bhep
STEPITHS eTenIld SHeuE@Ll aUIMILIL QILPRISLILLL S
G&UBSID Sipdied Slemiplys L 2 mily 324 (2) Shed
GULDTRISLILIL (BeTe SIBSHMISHSH60T LR 6601 SITletr &1L &608
adsgl 266 HAHLDTNSH6D uLPHES (1993) ASTBSSBHSIIT.
(T.N. Seshan_v_Union of India 1995 (4) SCC 611) &ibg auLpé
B BHe SMLferue, SHBW SpAienDUILE &L LSS0
BmeuiHssned  CHTHD  SheWETUTLISBDSTET  SHLEWLD,
euUMMILIL, QFWEOLTBSHeN6T 618 (Lpemn&H6T SnMSmE!.

o_&& BAHDeOIS ST PSS LiGHee: “Lied 2_miLiid
60TIT SleMLDLIL| LDHMLD EILIHLOLITETEnLD 6XllB a6 (2:1)” Caged
SHeETUTLISS60T QFWIEOLITEB, Fnl (B efleuTSHHS60T CLPELD (LR
6)&eman 6T(BLILGI LoDMILD 2_miLnfevTiaserfienL G &mbeg Geum)
UG gHUILLITED, QILIBLOLITEOTEMLDUTEOTIED. . ... EILITHLDLITEOTEmLD
ufeorfledT LMTemeY SleMLDULNGT UMTemEULINGLY’, “©_&&
b6t SiLiL eI LGDae. SpmaiBeosHed 1. (*On Multi
Member Body and Maijority Rule (2:1) “ The function of the
Election Commission is to take decisions through the process
of collective deliberation and in the event of a difference of
opinion among the members, by a majority.....the view of the
maijority is the view of the body’,”)

H5&S LOHMILD SF&NIThIGETET FLDBeNed GBS Heed
enLbs Caised Shemevoriigpld (CEC) hm Caised Sfhemevor
wirs@Ld (ECs) FLDLDTEUTEUTSET ShelIT. Hemeemins CHITgen
SpemevorifledT SlbFH60G! 6Te0TLSH LD 2 _mLISleoTisenens
C1&IT6TOTL. 6(H SlemLDLILN60T HemevalBEHSTIILSMTELD; LD CsIT
BHED OEOETTTILITEET LB Sl6x(H & BLDEOMEIT Siede0g ShBSHHLD
QFIHSILD SlPBsMILd ggiLbledeme. (On Equality of Status and
Powers: The CEC and the ECs are equals. The status of the
CECisthat of Chairman of a multimember body and exercise
any over riding power over the other Election Commissioner”.)

“GLDLDMEOTOUTSHEIB6T  (LpSedTemLDIImeoTeur” (Primus  Inter
Pares) e1e0TLIZI GMSSI: HewEvemLDS C&ITH60 ShemevonLim (CEC)
Qb 2§55 SFHNT SlemLLTEGeum Slededd! (LPIRe1eUBEHELD
GIFILIGOLIML LR6D LDHM BHITEHED Shem6TOTILITHEM6T 6XIL 2_WIMTHS
Bemeouled SLieupnaEGeun  SHSLILGSEeNe.  Sleurt
GleuMILD SheDETOTILISSHE0T HemeaUGT: SIBMeUSI, “FLDLDITEOTEUT
SEB6T (LpSedTemLDILIMenTa” (primus inter pares) LLBELD
Sheun. (On “First Among Equals” Primus Inter Pares) “ The
CEC is not intended to be a Supreme authority or placed in
a position superior to the other Election Commissioners in
decision making. He is merely the Chairman of the Commission
a primus inter pares (First among equals)”

USENGSTE0T UMGISTLIL LDHMILD SE0ALLLL Slh5H6e0gl 6L
S5@: “SipdwesenLoliflesr 324(5)eug 1fleer SLp H6me6mLDE;
Gariged SpemetvnLBeEd (CEC) usel Bess8ne aTdins
SlarfléaLILLBeTem FLILIL LMSISTLILINETSE, 65 [BNICUCITLDTESS
Gaiised ShemetrisSent (EC) &:5h8T56ms 2_NIS O\FILIeUSDH
&MEG6) ShGLD. 85I, 56 Shen6UTILITED6T a5 H6ME0emLDS
CaIT5H6d ShemETITLIHES 2_WIMTHE SNHSHEVEMS GULPMIGEUSD
&6 2 _(HeunssLLL LS e0e.” (On Protection of office Vs
personal status: “The special protection against removal
granted to the CEC under Article 324 (5) is to ensure the

footing regarding decision_ making
power and status.)

2_njinferrasefienL G &bsg Ceumun@eaeT goLBLD LI
&5560, ALCHLOLINEITEMLD (LpleBey SnSUINeOTSNEHs SbSLILIL
(Beuenor(BLD LDMHMILD (LPIR6Y&ET Snl L& 6T(B&sLILIL. GeueToT(BLD.
WHn BBMHED SpemevoTLITEEMeT (WplpeyBemen LENICUSHES
HEDEEMLDE BHTHEHD SHEnEUTLIBEESS SHevflurL ‘eiGm
(Veto) &iBanpd ggibléoemed (In the event of events of a
reverence of opinion among the numbers, the rule of majority
must prevail and decisions shall be taken collectively. The
CEC does not posses any individual Veto Power to by pass
the decisions of the other Election Commissioners™)

6T60T@B6), HEMEDEMLDE BCHITEHED ShEWETOTILIIT 1. 6T60T. BF&eDT
QBNLIhS 2 F&bSLDeD eupsdeor Silifen &moseh: Key
Take aways: @gisnedn &0 Sibgengl (equal status) Hemed
6mLDS BHTEH6D SheM6TOTILIHLD LDHMILD SlemEOTEUTTEILD SlPesIT
586D FLDLDMEOTENTSET. GILIHLOLIMEoTemLD el (Majority Rule)
smH5S Caumun@sefieor GuNg 2:1 6T6dID ELITHLOLITEITEMLD
SlglitenLuied (pige)] eT®EHSILGBLD. Heweoeurm (Chairman)
BH6MEDEWLDE CHTHED ShEWETUTWIIT 6TEOTLIEUIT FLDLDTEUTEUITEH 66D
wseononeoteur (First among equals) L GGELD.

2 sepBwarm 2wifSwdm 55 IDHSEMEHIBD, War
armer UDHBTG ATAT HMVMIDE FaBH6b QLSS (EHIBLDTET
S6. apmmr BAGSET FambCUNE ‘SoRMDE CHiTHH
SHMEWIT (GHNCATAYGSWNHET LIRSS FLLAIGTNS TS
aamib, Span® CHITFHH ApMANUITEH 555 HHSDS NS
w6 AFMLIGH SargoLu safliuLL sBs05s5 Solsss
erarug) igdwed FLLSSMS ACITSWNOIS) crarmib cfiwiiFard
aFwLBDmT. @GNCaray Gwnldr BLahEme FLLYIaIg)
Siw; g SHBW BOBMUSESEDS TSINAG] TATLUMSE
SLR&EMGSpNT. WBHST A g SHBSw igs: (Mohinder
Singh vs Union of India) eréim aup&ams &HLphsmey &b
MVES Gl ABSTSS WWDOWESID iG] IBM WW®IDE
GCwn FoLOUDD Csigosmer v ansasGUY (Repoll)
BLES 2 5506fLmb. yarmed, Fmoawd CHiTHoH SiHsmil
Span® Coiish aSeENNsN 565 HHSHHEMM GhHSTDD
STew Warafldm sargl smsms sl Havliggidrarmir.

85| G560 6B LPenDEHEDEE GHILDMMTETS LDL.(BLDED
60MLDED; 2_&& HALDETDS SMLILIEGSLD TSIM60TS" eT6dTN)| HEOTFI
SHSHSIGHEMET  GILDTFOIDNSS SHBHSSDNT.  CoHigHed
SbEMETOTLILD SITFILIDEMLDLILE FLL 2_MLIL| 324 6T606MEVEE
2 @S ser 6\FweoLL GeuetorGGLD LI Sigemeot LSS
QFWEOLIBLD cuemsUld 2 _H5TeyseT gHid LIADLINSsmeD,
Slemey BBTMSHe0T M) EPmiieNedl B SLIL (LPIRUITS.
eTevflen)|Ld LDMIEPTLIE,SE 2_sHSET &edeneln? (reviewable
Or not) eredTLIGH OlBSHSH CHTeNer HE0TENLD&SEMEITL QILIMIHE
BBNELD eredm) Dig Vijay_versus_ Union of India 6uLp&&ed samL
UL (B6TETE) 6TEOTLIEMSULD &L 196 &ML BB
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